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Speaker 1:	In this chapter I would like to cover cross-cutting topics. We have two big cross-cutting topics here. One is One Health and the second one is gender.
	Let's start with One Health. The recent outbreaks of infectious diseases in West African region have highlighted the importance of the interaction between human, animal and environmental health. So the ECOWAS Assembly of Ministers decided on a roadmap for the implementation of a One Health strategy in the region. Now, of course risk communications can only benefit from this approach. It involves collecting data from relevant sectors, understanding risk factors, early risk assessments and alerts on potential benefits. So this integrated approach makes it really valuable for emergency risk communication.
	Of course, a One Health approach is based on different sectors. So in line with the One Health concept and the ECOWAS Regional Risk Communication Strategy, a multi-sectoral approach promotes in fact the effective design implementation of activities, policies, legislation and research. That means that multiple sectors communicate and work together to improve public health outcomes. It's only by taking into account these considerations and all these aspects of different sectors that the full extent of the risk can be understood, assessed, and communicated to the target audience.
	Another aspect is also climate change. A One Health approach to climate change adaptation may significantly contribute to food security, for instance, with emphasis on animal source food, extensive livestock systems, environmental sanitation, which then increases steps towards regional and global integrated syndromic surveillance and response systems.
	The cost of outbreaks of emerging vector-borne zoonotic pathogens may be much lower if they are detected early in the vector or in livestock rather than later in humans.
	And then there's a topic of antimicrobial resistance. With regards to outbreaks of infectious diseases, it is necessary to address the issue of antimicrobial resistance in ecosystems. So depending on the disease and its context, drug availability and resistance level, antimicrobial resistance can have an impact on the outcome of outbreak control efforts. So this factor must be taken into account in risk communication because stakeholders must be aware of its impacts and adequate information must be provided.
	Our second topic is gender. Before I go into detail there, I wanted to just cover with this slide the difference between gender and sex. There's two topics that [inaudible 00:03:16] at least, that often are used one way or the other, but there's clear definitions. In general, the term sex refers to the biological differences between males and females. They're very clear and they're genetic. Gender though is more difficult to define. It can refer to the role of a male or female in a certain society, known as a gender role, or an individual's concept of themselves or gender identity. Sometimes a person's genetically assigned sex doesn't line up with their gender identity. These individuals might refer to themselves as transgender, non binary or gender nonconforming. In the next slides we'll talk about gender.
	In risk communications, the right to information is the key factor. It's based on human rights. In addition to human rights based approach, recognizes the existence of inequalities, discriminatory practices and unfair power relations in society. Vulnerable population groups are consistently more severely affected by infectious disease outbreaks and they must be identified. Often these groups are composed of women and children. If the most vulnerable groups are identified on the basis of these concepts, it will be easy to identify risks early and better target risk communications according to specific needs.
	So about gender. Influenced by a societal and cultural factors, the idea of male or female behavior, social interaction between the sexes and their appearance explains why gender roles can evolve while the biological and physiological characteristics of the human body do not change. Men and women do not have the same risk behavior, access to or use of communication channels. They do not have the same risk perception, do not have the same health practices and therefore do not adopt the same preparedness measures
	Let's face it, we have to be very careful with gender stereotypes in our communication. In written communications as well as through audio and video materials, it's important to be mindful of subliminal messages or stereotypes such as women as victims or as mothers only.
	Here's an example which comes from the scenario we're using in this training that I've used as an example of a gender nonsensitive first statement in an official communication.
	It says, "Farmers should be on the lookout for signs of fever, nasal discharge, or bloody/fetid diarrhea with their animals while mothers should take care that children do not sleep outside or play or come in contact with the animals on the farm.".
	Do you see what's wrong with this phrase? In many countries farmers are women, and in some regions and cultures it are men who take care of children.
	So again, in our communications, it's very important that we stay away from these gender stereotypes and that we take into account the importance of a good gender positive approach in our different communication tactics.
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